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1. "Reconstzmicticn efforts in Poland are not ejually distributed, as iy known.

Same areas have been left nearly ag they wera after World War IX, with the
exceptiom of certain governmment and public bulldings which have been recon-~
structed. Other sections have b=2n rebuils asarly campletely, for propagandis -
tic or economic reasons. Warsaw, of course, takes first Place 1n reconstraction,
but. Gdansk obvicuslybia been allotted a priority. Tae regime'a readous for
reconstructing Cdansk s#eem to be both propagandistic and econtmic; 80% of the
city was damaged during World War LI, but 1t 1s now well on 1ite way to being
reinstated. The aim 1a reconztructing Gdansk 1a to restore 1te old
character, erasing all traces of German {(Prusatan) dominatior, and emphasizring
those traits which link Gdonsk wIth old Poland. This part of the Job 18 the
architect's dream. and the o0ld city 12 being raiced from ruine with the
greatest cars. Marny old Gdansk merchants hames have heen restored; they are
as they were in the PAST . DATTOW TWs- Or three-3tory buildings. with steps .
leading up iz front to & mmall Texrace, where people used to gather in their
leisure. ALY Polian Eagles » Tials of Polisk kings creste of Poliak
nobility carved in stone which were removed by the Nazie, have beer replaced.,
The Artuahof (Dwoxr Artusa) 1s almsst completely restored, s& i1g Diuga Street
and the Church ot Saint Mary (formerly called ‘Marienkirche', in German), now
officially called the '‘Marine Cathedral- . (Many va.uable plecer o art wezre
iooted from the churcsh after World War II and sent to the USSR, )

Econcmic Atms
el industry,

2. "The economic aspect of the Gdansk reconstruction, emphasizing 1:
particularly shipbuilding. 1s accentuated by the conetruction of living
quarters for the working population in Gdansk, particularly for those
engaged in shipyard and harbor worka. The resulte of this development are "
not pleasing. The new blocka of modern workera' flatc are purely utilitarian, 3
ugly, uniform, like army barracke, and ruinous to the g=neral appearance of
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the city. One of the largest of theme colnoizs 1g belng conetrictes 1xr the

Orummldzka and Rocasvelt Strsata arex. It pravides s wvpical came of
'SBocialiet building’, vhishk 1g architectuwrai.y Yerribls.

"All building yrrojects in GAansk srs plamed by & natiopmliz»d euginzers’
office, called 'Cemtral Office of Projects of Muntcipal Building' (Cen%:ralzne
Biuro Projektow Bulownictwa Miejskisgs, or CBPEM). This office haa meany
sections, or ateliers: architectural, sanitary. eisctrice]l,ets; as vell as a
vast administrative section (finarce, Planning . peranamel; ete)}. A2 in other
nationalized enterprises, it employs A sTOrWUE Tumber of pedple, T have
heard that several hundreds are srployed kere, only sww of whom ars ngaged
in produetion, the rest being ocouplad ¥ith quAntities of paper work. This
office prepares plane whick srs +her giver %o various 3tate bullding snter-
prisee, depending on the character of *hs 17t There are separste org.niza-
tions for the conatzucticn of resilewrtial hruses and fodustrial bulldings;
and the industrial ronssrurtios wmterprise Lo eabdivided according to light
oT Reavy irdustry projects.  In imduetrial coasvruetien Job#, the gquailty of
work 1a dependent 31 the work brigadas emprloved

"Building vorkers are eoploysd azd peli A irilcg 4 A vary complizatad system
of noTmd. Wegs® VATY even withir the aawe catazory 28 wark | le, A mason

make« lews Tar laviag & straight wail thar for lavizg A wall with » wivdow,
deer, coroer, ets. The butldfng izdus has & lang List 32 Jcbs far vnish
AL Lorany noewe and wages arply A b SO verpes sasa teld me that e never
KnEv sy&otly nov ool e waald meks crowhy o Fe waa g pAtlent of mine  emd
t0ld me A I the vtk St trwde: there ave geven categories
O wages anamg BUllAlng worKks s, 21T@ 0 e degves A* gkl thev posBess.
The hiphent nunberal cAtegsTy ia the Sant PRl - ur o L0090 o 1200 =lotys per
mopth.  The xiddie Atsgoriasp %0 Wiiih oAt varkess btelona. brimg '~ Aupruai-
mately 700 ziotys per month. the 1mveat sree sarning 30C to 400 zlctvae pex
month AmOTZ thege lovest Druckets are mostiy vimen ~RPIoYSEA 1n the tralde.
Wage differentiale extast ales 1n construstion foundatlan woTka . wunh aw
A1gging, etc. In this cuss vages are mugel by he ualluy of soll being
worked; thers Lxe four ar five categoriss Of actl, and wvork on thaac the
earlest o dig brings in las? PAY ‘han vosk 2z the othera.

"Ire use of vomer 1n comstructicn vork has been highly propegandizad in terms
of the final equality of OFPOITURLLY betweer the mexsX. Propageamds «lac states
thet vomen are & tremend~us succeas in building. This of course, L4 mot
true. Payeically, women cannet COPe witdk romstradiion Jobe.  Building bri-
gades crerate in teame. and mIst ofter a VamA™ OnL the (*ax #lows poxduction.
A bhrickleyer eanrct rezeive bricky Cast nough I A vman pasaing them,
ADC 8 WOOWC. pUBTIrLg A Wreelbharrow 3¢ bricis \% )2t of%ern glven %2 wyean)
CAIDCT PADAQS WItRCUT delAYs Or asEiatames, Tos Lne ustion af vomer into
bullding 4a productively unie teRfATY 02 Jlesdvantegesus 47 the wemen
hyslcaliy. Sometimes howev T Wmeo are savigned to lighter joba  =uch am
taking charge ~* *™™e tonl eaCp, ete. In aueh a a9e, the wage ievel iz
Approxdmately 00 zlotvs per morth

"Apart from the renzvaticn % the 2id ity Aand nesv vorkers: gquartare, much
EDETRY 1# being Appiisi %0 “he 1wprovement 2¢ the GdaneX harbor and reacvation
and developmess ~¢ ths shipvarde. A epenisl cffice f2r aBIP covatruction
desipns loczated 8t lica Jaza 7 Kolns in Odansk Trovides the bluaerrints for
the dapak shipyards (Inere 1£ ales & separats office which d-awe Pilans

for Polish naval vesaelr. but thiz 13 located Romevhsrs elge and 1% shrouded
in aecrecy )} The design office 18 managed by *me Zentral Board of Ripping
Induetry (Centralny Zarzad Priesyslu Okretoves ,, wailch 8l8c manages the
shipyards and runs <he Polinh ‘Shipas Register

Shipbullding Engineers Training

"Youthe wishing <o become ahirbullding engineers are irained at the Shipbuilld-
ing Faculty of the Gdansk Polytechnie School., The firgt few years of the
schocl saw ar evormous influx of students who ware interesstesd both in the
etidy of shipbuilding aml ixn the proctiszal agpect of the course: a criige
01 & gea-goling ship, vhich gmave the gtudents a chance to see the Wesmt (and
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provided a few with the opportunity te escape). These ses-going t-1De were
discontinued in 1951; and earollmenc in the Rlytechnic -schoci since then hag

been lower. After World War. II; the scientific and other leveiaz of Cdansk
Polytechnic were very low. The authoritiea took paine to improve the situa-

tion which grew fram the practice of accepting for study youths of ‘proletar-

ian origin'; some of wvhom had had no proper secondary educatioan. ‘these youths

vere given a one-year course designed to £ill in the academic gaps and were

then given the entrance examination. Professors were obliiged to pass a

certain peraentage of the applicants regaxdleas of their qualificatinrs; thir wag dif-
ficult for the professors to accept, Even gome men of about 40 were admitted to
Polytecnnic even though taey hada been dut Of 5ChodL o0 loag theu they no

longer kpnew how to study problems. etc. Most of tnes students were unsble to
camplete Polytechnic courses astisfactorily, and gave 1T up; buzn, in the
meantime; they had barred the entrapce of other brighter youths who, by the
unfortunate luck of their socilal origis. were not sdmitted. The regime
recognized itz blunler in lowering the standazds ard sav the threat to industry
that such & thing presented; but 1% could not sdm it 1tx error, 30 simply

started tsking only the youngezt caniidstesr, wic nsd At least started secondary
schonbl. Of these, even. less then helf eventually pass entrance examinations.
The attitude of Polytechnic gtudenvs 18 Like the sttitudeof students in other Polish
universities. resentful ang bitter sbcut the regine; bdbut this 18 Kept qulet:

a student knxes that he mignt =poil his cusnces f£or the future by volcing

political opinions.

Anti-regimes Fastions

“In Cdansk of all the claszed, 1t iv the workers olads whish 12 the moat
violenf in ite anti-reglme feelings. Just sfter World War Jde-the. liying.
conditions of. these people were iucradibly poor; sven now there are rections
of Gdsnvk {such as the ‘Marvik:® quarter) vhere workers liva . in Dalf -ruipned
houses or primitive barracks in indescribable esqualor. In such sections 1t
is daxgerous for & militia man alone to wender 1n the evening, espevially on
payday vhen the pexple have had sometizing 3o drink {the xale of vodka on
Savurdays ix stxictly forbidden. but 1 man woo keows hie way arocund can get
aome easdily enougn). From time to time one Bears o0f 2 militis man whe wawm
murdered but thipg is, of course, never published. The construction of the
blocks of new flats for workers will undcubtedly help the aftuation excedt
that the single young mer, who are ofter the gource of trouble, will be the
last to be allotted new apartment:, becsuse 62 many families need them.”
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